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Foreword

In 5ri Lanka Colonial rule changed the way of life of the people and the
socio - economic and political order. From the beginning of the 16" Century
Portuguese, Durch, French and English had their eves cast upon Trincomalee,
a natural harbour strategically positioned at the heart of the Indian Ocean. As
a Navy Officer I was stationed in Sri Lanka and observed naval operations in
the southerm Ocean and Trincomalee harbour during World War 2

It is sixty five years since I, Kenneth Waterson, Ordinary Telegraphist, P/
JX573423 arrived in Colombao on board a troop ship from the UK on Tuesday
18" July 1944. We had sailed due west in the Atlantic to avoid German
submarines, U boats, then due south then due east to Gibraltar. A quiet journey
through the Mediterranean hugging the North African coast where one could
hear a pin drop. After the Suez canal we sailed to Bombay where we changed
ships. The new one was Polish and had plenty of oranges, a rare commodity in
the UK. We came through a terrible storm which made most people sea sick
except me and a few other lucky ones.

It says something for the organization behind iitis large convoy at that time,
The Naval party from Naval Barrack Portsmouth set off on the morning of "
June 1944 and we saw the first survivors from the D day landings. They were
given sea boats, trousers, overcoat and a tot of rum. We were entrained with 2
meals each and arrived in Glasgow the following morming, after standing at
ease for four hours on the dockside, we were joined by army and air force
personnel and boarded the troop ship. The female personnel were given first
class cabins.

On arrival in Colombo. we were transported by L.C. T (Tank Landing Craft)
on the 19" July 1944 to the barracks ashore, We bought oranges, something
that was rare in the UK due to the food rationing. In the afternoon we were
taken to Chatham barracks. This was a cultural shock. The huts were made
out af lattice work, presumably paim tree leaves. The camp was in heavy under
growth. Bananas were plentiful, something we rarely saw in the UK,
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We fell in for square bashing, drill manoeuvres. [ was not wearing a shirt
and got terrible sun burn. Fresh pineapples were available which we had not
seen in the UK but they made one's mouth sore. On Monday 31" July 1944, |
was on draft. There was a train full of us. First we went to Royal Naval Barracks
St. Joseph's in Colombo in military trucks. From there we were taken to the
Railway Station. The train was a passenger one with hard wooden seats. The
platform crew consisted of a Tamil who wore a sarong pulled up between his
legs like shorts. He was the stoker who had no avenue o f promotion, The driver
was a Singhalese who were on overall. Also he had nn avenue of promotion,
The engineer was a half caste, half Singhalese and half English. He gave orders
to the other two dressed in a white suit he wore a toupee.

We travelled through the night to Trincomalee in North East Ceyion. There
were no doors to the carriages to prevent people falling out. The train’s lights
lit up some beautiful scenery. We arrived the following moming tired and dirty.
Chits were issued and I was destined for HM.S. Relentless a modemn destroyer,
As she was out with a sirike force bombarding the Andaman Fslands I was put
aboard HMS Woolwich, the destroyer parent ship to await her return. I was
dumped on board H.M.S Relentless like a sack of potatoes on the 5" August
1944

On the 10" August we were in dry dock at Colombo to have our bottom
scraped and painted with red oxide and have our boilers cleared. On the 29"
October 1944, we had our boilers cleared again in Trincomalee. This time we
just tied up alongside the Weslwich and the boilers were cleaned whilst we
were still afloat. During this period the whole communication ratings were
transported in a launch round a headland to a beach where there were some
huts in a camp where we had a weeks rest and relaxation. We were supplied
from the Relentless each day by whaler, a five man row boat. There were palm
trees, monkeys, mangeese, snakes and some deer. Also there were plenty of
flies but we had plenty of swimming. Natives came every day to do our washing.
Sometimes some of our party took pet shots at Baboons. We washed our mess
tables and chairs in the surf. There were sing songs and football matches. There
it was over and back 1o sea.

When on shore leave with my mess mates, we did not like being constantly
“touched” by the natives to buy their wares. Once we travelled the length of the
main street in Colombo on the local tram. The conductor did not ask us for
our fare which surprised us. f fhfﬂﬁ: he Shrank back from asking us. We were
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One end of the main street had shops, cafes for "big eats™ and cinemas. At
the other there was a school in a residential area. It was here we had stones
thrown at us. One of our party had his hat stolen. There was a stand off when
eveniually the har was returned. The locals ashore always had clean linen. The
“dhobi men” local laundry men washed our shirts on stones to clean them,
which shortened their life.

Visiting Colombo was more sophisticated than visiting the harbour area in
Trinomial. I never knew there was a Town at Trincomalee. It was impressive
when there were lots of war ships in harbour on the rare occasions when they
were not at sea. It was one fine sight to see them all riding at anchor. Of course
one had o be part of it to be allowed to see it.

Lord Louis Mount batten, Earl of Burma, Chief of South East Area
Commoand had his Head Quarters in Candy, a hill town in the mountains in
the middle of Ceylon. This was much cooler than the rest of the island which
was appreciated by the Europeans on his staff who normally suffered from
tropical heat.

On Christmas day 1944 we went to sea ouiside Trincomalee harbour
patrolling the approach to the harbour. I think we lost the loss because all the
other ships in the harbour saluted us on the way out by giving us a blast on
their hooiers. We fed oursclves well and there was a church service in the in the
morning. Then “rounds™ mess cleanliness inspections were conducted. The
junior searnan came round dressed up in the captain's uniform. Then the Junior
able seaman came round as the senior non commissioned officer the Coxswain,
a chief petty officer. The midshipman dressed up as a full lieutenant. The other
afficers came dressed up in silly clothes. Finally came the Captain, showing
his rank, who was followed by the junior stoker dressed up as the Chief Stoker.
The ships Engineer brought a bag full of presents for everyone. Each parcel was
minute with something very small in it. He wore a lampshade upside down and
mufttered away "gibberish" like a Turk. We had been in Trincomalee Harbour
for 2 weeks. An allowance of 15 p was made to every one for extra food for
Christmas. We had to budget our own menus out of an allowance basically
paid. A lot of polo was played in the harbour water and mess quizzes were
held. Hardly anyone took shore leave, There was nowhere to go.

After the war was over, on 15" August 1945, [ was sent back 10 HMS
Maxina, formerly Chatham Camp, on 3 October 1945 H.M.S Relentless was
sent back to the UK manned by service men with the largest overseas service, |
then left HM.S Maxina on the 19" October 1945 which was 8§ miles from
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Colombo. Between the 19" October 1945 and 25" October 1945 I was
transported from Colombo to Singapore on board the Aircraft carvier HM.S
Emperor. From there [ was transferred to the Cutter HM.S Senner. On board
her we did spells of air sea rescue duties in the Indian Ocean from Ceylon.
Then HM.S Senner was sent back to the UK again manned by servicemen who
had the longest overseas service.

On the 7" December 1945, | was back in Colombo in the same camp now
known as HM.S§ Mayina, On the 14" December 1945 we travelled by 2 class
from Colombo to Trincomalee on the train. The seats in 2 elass had cushions,
which made it more comfortable. The journey took all night. This time I was
put on HM S Ansonia. This was a repair ship, a floating workshop. She does
not sail with the fleet, she stays in harbour. She can and does sail from one
harbour to another. She was an ex merchant cruiser. One of the stokers had a
mental breakdown and was put in hospital ashore in Trincomalee. At first the
hospital staff attended to him. Then the Jaunty (Head of Police on board the
Ansonia) sent for me and another Telegraphisi. We were sent to the hospital to
attend to the stoker. It was the combined services Hospital in Trincomalee. The
main building and side words were built of stone, It was the harbour area. The
meals were superb. We had some bottled of beer. Local natives did all the work
in our mess.

The meals at Christmas were out of this world. We decorated the mess with
palm leaves and bandages. The Matron then admonished us for wasting
bandages. Whilst on the Ansonia [ went ashore every afternoon to Maths lessons.
I was preparing for a civil service examination for my careerin the civil service
after the war. I had 10 go ashore on a sort of bus service on water. It was held in
the E.V.T. centre {Educational and Vocational Training Centre).

Dr K.Saravanapavan has traced the Colonial rule in Trincomalee for over
four centuries and aptly entiled his book ' Colonial Trincomalee’. His research
work presents this long and histaric connection between the Portuguese, Dutch,
French, English and region of Trincomalee. | am confident that  Dr
K Saravanapavan's book, which documents relationships between the various
colonial powers and the Trincomalee region, will inspire students and other
readers of colonial history . Dr K. Saravanapavan is the author of " The
Historic Trincomalee ™ and other German books.

Ken Waterson
17 Fonthil Rd

Stafford
STi6 3/L.. UK

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



8 snsusullEmeu SlimGasnaminane

flov GPlLIys@pLD BeirplsenLD

eUgemgy ereirigy pib sergpel sncdurs elfidlaip saRaer.

WreTpmE Saflsmer e TUTESTON [HSPpsTasSamsl
yflbgCsnereugy sgenondlaipg. e Fapsd sar Gafsmears
Clsm Pewrmd Gurayuaidens apampiid @aspCs Gupape ub.

agarCGaugnear eararwss wvallsfsEds agarpgs
fpflsefl_1b Cus Caamyw Csaeu gpuPfaps. eurony @iss
pwgs pHleoaauRissald soaafse@sd, afrisesGo
BlapsaalPdaiprisar. gy enmed, ojpdsi @ wisafldr e apiiy
Blergl #aps wrppesedr plspaysdldanea.

& Crrofw wgweafssifla GumpCs sraallégand Gsmppub
Cuppg. Cunisggms&sylar epasyar &lmGsraroma
aronpgier pafer sresdlpsrar gpargyeny gy ribLrems.
Cunismésss dpddpsghud sbuefliiar Qeme LmCarampaand
Cam e ulé) 1623@ed eppn-@, 334 2yar@aafldr Leranf
15.10.19578)éh glimCanamweasd s prear ssearsdld Lfésraflus
Csmg LpésiuL srearbUii@ar sCss sulipé fiprasafisr
Beopundraw uflssiniar. gy owdsdr allidysisamear
Bpiser. pog varuniger Gupdlstisdar ssfEésliuc L ar.
polflydgies syepwlifgnd wppriss: flepisen. sraeaflsgeab
sring Curaigy Bis wererldr sppwer g eudseaflsr
&, eflCafameré @Gepwmgwg. GEsmaw wIHPES®ET G(F
Clererenwwner uarun® eadary aslfQsraTig e
aflemalis el swih sivsra sCsflsaflar udleyser erar agiajb
Bafiee. Grssé srolusfésiiv agorin prasamar eTp s
dleenpflonjeern, QudraarwisEsd stsemar B0 s0ULL
Spleglallsar erarp sarésld plpss @wpsrisdr.
SafsE@oLy arorgyéd Asglrmsalld SapsGss wiésdr
dealueng urallser gydag erc@dlrreargsdr. syefzaflsr
Sipéanen erguoner unferauldr sflFamsaneCa syaisars
qupSggsar Cusdeargar.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



acunfld] semsmsumudl sysusmTLsen 9

erafieyh @is prd afllofrarwpip aerarppl uslarsGear
Sewslaipg. prer Bdld syglsmy wnppisdar GHECs s
GusldigpddlerGpetr. srevalldgeand ampalluvald opu®sSu
srésmisemerd safiursl LmFfE@D eraimen i (h.

srwafldge o #f @plbs CsQsgée wan e, Apsieonsg,
B evawsd sruLsBsaT, Uiflssraflul ungsmiy) sennds Frash
adaTuer Flseralld vweruliier. Brevimd sl
Curjésnagsld Ufligsralus s puer oyslerflursy
wrewr i g Kenneth Waterson, ulfldsreflus umgsmiy
s fer yglenfl C.A. Rowsell g &Cunmée eraigih ereir
peanglsar. glpGCaenenrweare Ulflssrafiué s.prer s serssld
fle gem.srewh usiluniplu e sheas adalyrd saresumd
Seufsers Blmarayd @aliydsar e galiméderper.

Qs ewenpps CoLgés psraés e pairLfsdr
Cugngements vdsmodsps Currdlfiui alpisewni, apss

allifleyenwmers £ls & @rCeravairer. g & spsralmen, &
AP.gallaf, &los & pCGLesUldraar wHigh ojCaL

augeuenlieoud Celis Skm ap. wCsidlyar, seavwafl wuslald
e sallu glmws snbglaf]l sraamrueer, 2, SCWTnses peplser
L.

Bis preflar ugleundlyarar woureflusé sné@sd @ulés e
ugsl dlard@rad amroefld Qsrigres Geusflufl:. <, &lf gt
R. ungg] syeujsanar syary_ar plmaralld QsrardlarGpei.

aar pafléGiiu BeajsEr e emsar Gevarllul (R sesds

g sradaissy aww Auawslidpeilu perud s
Glr.sCamrsalldigelr Bjeuf&@hE eTempLD THRISET BfeirL.

Bl6s gred ermisean
D6V SHTWIMT eUsTENIHTUISLD

Blenemeuns

&limGCanemmoamen gensaLINLIE| sreuemTLIcuem
14.02.2010 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



o TRUEHIN 2 Aeg rekippoy|
o W 1pRqeat
1210
[ 1o
AROGADE] o
Teg fanidn 1 panoy@
iy 23] DUIOOUL ]
wI0g [no o .
m.ﬂ_ﬁm P
dmquais() Pods ;_,
¥ 7.3 J ,
, Anog4ppy  Aeg
Upao() uvipuj nuhmm_ a ..namE,q B
N7 o
WOU3paL] E“; J
wod pesdepg a.ﬁ Q
_x.ﬂ.ﬂ HIEEE :.—“_. ...“H_. Eﬂ.n_—g
R S oo
prejS] 33O ~f]
ADPIRA -¥
G, ijeagddpy 3 )

TETR R H._H-

ndation.
rg

ananam.o

Fou
h

Digitized by Noolaham
laham.org |




